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Preface |

In March 2005, Shaanxi Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage
was informed of the discovery of an important cemetery at Liangdaicun,
Hancheng, and soon assigned Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology to do
archaeological investigation at the site. In April, an excavation team composed of
archaeologists from the province, city and county came to work at Liangdaicun.
After 5 years of investigation and excavation, more than 1300 tombs of the Rui
State of the Zhou dynasty and 64 chariot and horse pits were detected. 70 tombs
were unearthed, including 7 large-scale tombs that belong to high-ranked nobles
and more than 36,000 pieces (sets) of burial objects. This is the most important
discovery of the Zhou dynasty in recent years, and was ranked among the
National Top Ten Archaeological Discoveries in 2005.

Guanzhong area of Shaanxi was a place of great importance for the Western Zhou
dynasty, where the two capital cities of the period, Feng and Hao (both near
Xi’an), were located. It has Zhou Yuan and Zhou Gong Temple sites in the west
which have proved of high academic value, but few archaeological discoveries of
the Zhou dynasty in the east among its abundant cultural heritage. The discovery
of the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun has filled the gap and changed the
imbalanced situation of archaeological discoveries and researches of the Zhou
dynasty in Guanzhong area.

The discovery has won widespread academic and social concern. In 2008,
I discussed with colleagues of the Shanghai Museum several times on the
understanding and significance of the findings from Liangdaicun. We thought
some issues need a deeper exploration. As a result of communication and
coordination with several parties, we decided to hold a thematic exhibition in the
Shanghai Museum as part of its 60th anniversary celebrations.

Today, the exhibition finally opens. We hope the exhibition will be helpful to the
research on the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun. We would also like to share
with public the historic and cultural heritage through the exhibition. After all, it is
also a gift to the Shanghai Museum for its 60th anniversary.

Zhao Rong
Director of Shaanxi Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage
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Preface I1

As a significant area of several prosperous dynasties such as Zhou, Qin, Han,
and Tang dynasties, Guanzhong Area of Shaanxi has a rich history that can not
be paralleled. An accidental archaeological excavation can be followed by an
amazing discovery. The excavation of the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun is
another highlight in the history of Chinese archaeology.

From 2005 to the end of 2009, the archaeological team composed of Shaanxi
Provincial Institute of Archaeology and cultural heritage departments of Weinan
City and Hancheng City unearthed at Liangdaicun, Hancheng City 70 tombs of
large, medium and small scale, including tombs of the kings of the Rui State and
their wives. Thousands of relics made of bronze, gold, iron, jade, bone, shells,
pottery were found. Many of them are of high quality and have great artistic and
academic value. As excavation and research keeps going on, it is be confirmed
that the site is the cemetery of the Rui State of the Zhou dynasty.

The first excavation in 2005 was ranked among the National Top Ten
Archaeological Discoveries.

The excavation of the Rui State cemetery at Liangdaicun has won widespread
social concern. To celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Shanghai Museum,we
selected 143 pieces (sets) of its treasures for this special exhibition. As the largest
public exhibition of the excavation since its discovery and with many first-
time shown pieces, the exhibition will surely give a full display of the gorgeous
appearance and extensive cultural connotation of the Rui State relics.

We believe that more visitors and colleagues will gain an intuitive understanding
of our archaeological excavations and achievements from the exhibition, and taste
the everlasting charm and rich connotation of the cultural heritage as well.

Wang Weilin
Director of Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology
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Preface 111

Hancheng, located at the west of the Yellow River and the south of the Liang
Mountain, is the hometown of the famous historian Sima Qian, and today, a
Chinese historical city and a well known tourist city.

Hancheng is also a city that has abundant historical remains. According to the
third national survey of cultural heritage, Hancheng has 1249 spots of cultural
heriage, listed as No. 2 nationwide for the amount. Among them 11 are Protected
Monuments of National Cultural Heritage.

The Zhou dynasty cemetery of the Rui State found at Liangdaicun, as a large
scaled site that have several tombs of high rank with abundant and well
preserved remains, is one of the most important archaeological sites nationwide
in the last few years. It was listed as one of the National Top Ten Archaeological
Discoveries in 2005, and Protected Monuments of National Cultural Heritage
in 2006. When the site was under excavation, the City Committee of CPC and
government of Hancheng made it possible for a gallery of chosen finds from
Liangdaicun to be built and opened to public in 2009. An archaeological site
museum and a site park are also in the blueprint. We believe Hancheng, a
national historical city, will be better-known for its cultural development.

As a part of the 60th anniversary of the Shanghai Museum, the exhibition “Golden
Age of the Rui State: Zhou Dynasty Treasures from Hancheng, Shaanxi Province”
offers Hancheng an opportunity to display its culture in an international
metropolitan like Shanghai and to meet friends from all over the world.
Hancheng, a sparkle star of history and culture, will sure cast more stunning light
because of the exhibition.

Zhang Jianzhong
Mayor of People’s Government of Hancheng City, Shaanxi Province
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Preface IV

The discovery of the Zhou dynasty cemetery at Liangdaicun, Hancheng, Shaanxi
province, ranked among the National Top Ten Archaeological Discoveries in 2005,
is one of the most important archaeological discoveries of the Shang and Zhou
dynasties in recent years. According to historical documents, Han and Liang were
the two vassal states once active in the region of today’s Hancheng. The finds of
inscribed bronzes of “Rui Gong” and “Rui Tai Zi” from Liangdaicun, however,
revealed another anicnet state — Rui which was unknown to us before. The long-
sealed page of the Rui State in the Chinese history has never been opened until
the archaeology excavation at Liangdaicun. Undobtedly, the discovery is crucial
to the research of the Rui State history and the Zhou feudalism. The large amount
of unearthed relics are also of significant value in the research of the history, the
system of rites and music, and material culture of the Zhou dynasty.

With the help of Shaanxi Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage, Shaanxi
Provincial Institute of Archaeologoy and Hancheng City, a special exhibition of
“Golden Age of the Rui State” with 143 pieces (sets) of archeaological treasures
from Liangdaicun is to be held at the Shanghai Museum to celebrate her 60th
anniversary. This is the largest public display of the Rui State treasures since
its excavation, and many of them have never been shown to public before.
The Shanghai Museum is very grateful for such an honor. In 2004, we recieved
great support from Shaanxi Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage and
other cultural institutions of Shaanxi as well and co-organized successfully the
exhibition “The Civilization of Zhou, Qin, Han, and Tang Dynasties”, which
turned out an important cultural event of Shanghai. We believe that “Golden
Age of the Rui State”, another result of cooperation, will again offer visitors an
impressive artistic and spiritual experience, and let more people understand and
love the long history and traditional culture of China.

I sincerely wish the exhibition a great success!

Chen Xiejun
Director of the Shanghai Museum
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Tomb 560, 300, 502, 586, 33, and Tomb 18 in the west area of the cemetary

Tomb 560, 300, 502, 586, and 33 are tombs of the late Western Zhou dynasty (early gth Century-
771 BC), while Tomb 18 in the west area of the cemetery belongs to the early Spring and Autumn
(770-early 7" Century BC) Period. Among them, Tomb 502, 33, and 560 are of a ventical earthen
pit with a single tunnel in the shape of the Chinese character “H”. The occupants are probably
the kings of the Rui State and their wives. Other toms are simply of a medium-sized ventical
earthen pit with no passage. The occupants should be high-ranked nobles. The burial goods
found in Tomb 18 in the west area of the cemetery reveal that the tomb belongs to a military
official.

Each of the six tombs has a three-layered coffin, inside which are two layers of inner coffins
supported by a wooden structure and covered with decorative parts such as canopy and
curtains. Burial goods include objects made of bronze, pottery, jade, lacquer, ivory, bone and
mussel shell. Sacrificed chariots and wooden figurines are found in Tomb 502. The bronzes are
from different states such as Jin, Bi, Guo, Liao, and etc., evidencing the contacts between these
states and the Rui State, and the jades are of different time periods. The jade zhang (scepter) from
Tomb 502 is a modified piece originally of the Longshan culture (ca. 3000-2000 BC). The two jade
pendants from the same tomb, one in the shape of a standing bird and another of a flying bird,
respectively belong to the late Shang dynasty (13"-11" Century BC) and the early-to-middle
Zhou dynasty (11"-late 10" Century BC). The necklace from Tomb 300 uses jade pieces from the
period of King Mu of the Western Zhou dynasty (late 11" Century-early 10" Century BC).
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Bronze qui (food vessel) with dragon pattern

H 12.6 cm, diam. (mouth) 17.8 cm
From Tomb 586, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Bronze Bi Bo ding (food vessel)

H 22.0 cm, diam. (mouth) 21.8 cm
From Tomb 502, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Jade pendent in the shape of standing bird

H5.1cm, W3.4 cm
From Tomb 502, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Tomb 27

Tomb 27, dating back to the Spring and Autumn Period (770-early 7" Century BC), is a vertical
earth-pit tomb with two tunnels at south and north sides in the shape of the Chinese character
“rh”. Tt has one outer coffin, two layers of inner coffins and decorative structures such as canopy
and curtains. Its abundant burial goods include a set of seven dings and six guis (food vessels)
and a set of zhong and ging (musical instruments). The inscription “Rui Gong” on the guis
suggests the owner of the tomb is the king of the Rui State and his name is generally thought as
King Huan.

Bronzes found in the tomb belong to the early-to-middle Western Zhou dynasty (11"-late 10"
Century BC) and the early Spring and Autumn Period (770-early 7" Century BC). It includes
the first-seen new types of bronzes, like the covered zun (wine vessel) with animal mask design
and the triangular ge (dagger-axe) with loops, as well as the oldest bronze chun yu (musical
instrument) ever found in archaeology, showing its critical significance for the study of the
origin and transmission of the instrument. Another rare occurrences of the tomb is its burial
gold. All the 48 pieces of gold wares were found worn by the owner, giving important proofs
for the studies of the function and craftsmanship of the Zhou gold. Among its 249 pieces of
jades, ges (dagger-axe) and bis (disc) are of the late Shang dynasty (13™-11" Century BC), and the
remarkable set of chest ornament assembled with strings of agate beads and 7 jade huangs (arc-
shaped pendent) is of the late Shang dynasty as well as the Western Zhou dynasty (13"-771 BC).
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A set of bronze ding (food vessel) with stylized animal pattern
Largest: H 32.3 cm, diam. (mouth) 37.5 cm  Smallest: H 22.4 cm, diam. (mouth) 27.0 cm
From Tomb 27, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Bronze Rui Gong gui (food vessel)

H 23.5 cm, diam. (mouth) 19.8 cm
From Tomb 27, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun

R, TR S, R/NEAAER, ERIEAER, BES, dRBERRIET, S0, siiE, PR, B
TRBECAEREE . RS ETERE, SARiieR, 5558 NINE&—E g s, i &R A 50
FAREC; H MR B T — R i ars S BRI & s,

AJEC R AR TN 43 Sl B A 6 -4 3

m(Py) &7F (1F) ke (8)

84 85



»

48 -LIeE R4l oS / ;
M27:200~206. 198 A (@=7 = o)) 55 %Y
K:105. 0 ’ AT £ \
AR R 5027 S S G b J 3 A
A set of chest ornaments with
seven jade huangs (arc-shaped
pendent) and strings of agate

beads

L 105.0 cm

From Tomb 27, Rui State cemetery,
Liangdaicun
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Gold openwork scabbard with dragon pattern

L18.7 cm, W 4.0 cm
From Tomb 27, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Jade sword
L29.0cm, W 3.6 cm
From Tomb 27, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Tomb 26 and 19

Tomb 26 and 19 are vertical earth-pit tombs with a single tomb tunnel, resembling the shape of
the Chinese character “H!”. Both tombs date back to the early Spring and Autumn Period (770-
early 7" Century BC), and contain one outer coffin and two layers of innet coffins, along with
coffin decoration - canopy and curtains. Being juxtaposed to Tomb 27, the tomb of King Huan of
the Rui, the two tombs are supposed to be his two wifes.

Unearthed from Tomb 26 are a set of ritual bronze vessels containing 5 dings, 4 guis and some
others. Based on the inscription “Zhong Jiang” on some of the pieces and relevant documentary
records, archaeologists conclude that the tomb should belong to Lady Jiang of the Rui, major
wife of King Huan of the Rui., Additionally, a set of 6 miniature bronzes from the tomb presents
vividly the noble’s life in the Zhou dynasty.

Jades discovered in the two tombs are from different periods of time. A pig-shaped dragon of
the Hongshan culture (ca. 4700-2900 BC) and a gi (axe) inscribed with “Xiao Cheng Xi” of the
Shang dynasty (16™-11" Century BC) are examples of early period jade. The ornament set with
a jade plaque and strings of beads represents the typical style of the early Spring and Autumn
Period. It can be a standard piece for jade dating. Furthermore, the set of jades that consist of a
necklace, 2 bracelets, 2 anklets, and 2 wo ornaments (a piece/ string of jade ornaments placed in
the hands of the deceased) from Tomb 26 are the most complete sets of orhamental jade extant
today. And its pair of wo ornaments is the most complicated and luxurious ever found.
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Bronze Zhong Jiang ding (food vessel)
Largest: H 39.8 cm, diam. (mouth) 44.8 cm  Smallest: H 31.3 cm, diam. (mouth) 37.5 cm
From Tomb 26, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Bronze Rui Tai Zi Ii (food vessel)
H 18.5 cm, diam. (mouth) 24.8 cm
From Tomb 26, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Bronze square openwork box with wheels
H10.6 cm, L 14.0 cm, W 10.9 cm
From Tomb 26, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Jade dagger with dragon pattern on handle
L10.5cm, W 2.3 cm
From Tomb 26, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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Jade Xiao Cheng Xi gi (axe)
Diam. 11.8 cm
From Tomb 26, Rui State cemetery, Liangdaicun
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