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Dear Madame/Sir,

Iam very sad that I will not be able to be in Shanghai to deliver these remarks personal-
ly. Unfortunately the e mail only allows a few seconds of video time. Perhaps some-
one can read these longer remarks at the ceremony in my place."Today is a very im-
portant day because it marks the return of two figures that were lost for over 100
years.It is my honor and pleasure to return these works of art to you, the people of
China. I celebrate your beautiful culture and artistic accomplishments.In their absence
from China these 2 figures have witnessed two world wars, numerous epidemics,
floods and famines. If they could talk, | know that they would tell the world many
thingsBe kind to cach other.Respect each otherHelp each other.lt is not through
money or politics that these figures have come home to you. They were returned
through the power of love and respect for you the Chinese people.l see the hard work
and sacrifices you make. | admire your music, gymnastics,sculpture, painting, cooking,
dance, and knowledge of medical herbs and fungi.You are an amazing people!

Please join me now in welcoming home the lost figures of the Shanghai Museum.
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Suzanne M. Fratus
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e @ShanghalMuseum

= Today opens the exhibition #WestEncountersEast.
As a fruit of global collaboration, it displays 206
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@britishmuseum @V_and_A @metmuseum
@rijksmuseum.
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